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PERSPECTIVE

Deep concern about the current direction of the U.S.
economy is evident. According to the Politico-Morn-
ing Consult poll, 90% of voters are worried about the
U.S. economy with 71% of them expressing deep ap-
prehension about inflation. This represents a 5% in-
crease since August. Obviously, such polling informa-
tion has much to say about the forthcoming mid-term

elections. However, it is important to look beyond No-
vember 8. Regardless of the party in power, it will be
their job to address the public’s apprehension about
the economy by reducing the rate of inflation and opti-
mizing economic growth and the well-being of Amer-
icans. After tumultuous times generated by the global
COVID-19 pandemic, the tensions brought about by
Russia’s attack on Ukraine, political unrest here and
abroad, the nation faces some real economic threats
with which it must deal. Foremost among them is
maintaining a coherent fiscal policy — the use of gov-
ernment spending and taxing policies to influence
economic conditions.

For years, a basic tenet of the U.S. has been to bal-

ance economic variables so that in the long run gov-
ernment expenditures will be equal to government in-
come. While this goal has always been present, it has
hardly ever been achieved. Unlike a family budget, a
country with a viable credit history can operate effec-
tively even though its annual revenue falls below ex-
penditures. It does so through a system of borrowing.
Sophisticated credit instruments trade daily to sup-
port deficit spending by government. If both domestic
and foreign entities are willing to purchase U.S. bonds
and other financial obligations the systems keep roll-
ing along.

Learn fiscal lessons from the British
Your Turn
Michael A. MacDowell

Guest columnist

See MACDOWELL, Page 11B

The devastation from Hurricane Ian has highlight-
ed the importance of natural systems that are our
best defense against these increasingly powerful
storms. Mangrove systems are our coastline’s initial
defense as they absorb damaging winds and slow the
flow of storm surge and floodwaters into inland
areas. As our communities begin the process of re-
building post-Ian, we must take this opportunity to
better understand how our natural systems worked
to reduce wind and storm surge and incorporate re-
siliency into our recovery efforts. 

As part of this process, our community needs to
focus on protecting the wetland systems that are still
intact, in addition to pursuing plans that focus on re-
planting and restoring impacted dune and mangrove
systems. This will help guard against future hurri-
canes, as experts fear they could become stronger,
more unpredictable, and more frequent.

Mangrove restoration projects are a longer-term
solution; one thing that can be done immediately is
to ensure existing coastal wetland ecosystems in-
cluding mangroves are protected from development.
These systems are some of the sturdiest protections
we have against the impacts of storms. Hurricane Ian
highlights the importance of these natural systems in
a manner that cannot be ignored. We know that it is
essential to protect our remaining mangrove ecosys-
tems, so to allow mangroves to be torn out and re-
placed by a residential development in a Coastal
High Hazard Area is unthinkable. 

This is the exact decision that the Lee County
Board of County Commissioners (BoCC) will be faced
with when the zoning petition for the Eden Oak hous-
ing development is heard. 

This was scheduled for Nov. 2, 2022 but has been
continued at the request of the applicant. The appli-
cant is seeking to destroy more than 35 acres of man-
groves and bring in up to 9 feet of fill to allow the con-
struction of single-family homes and a docking facil-
ity. 

In addition to absorbing damaging winds and
storm surge, the mangroves threatened by this pro-
ject also provide habitat for important fish nurseries,
bird rookeries, and several endangered and threat-
ened species, including the smalltooth sawfish.

As the Lee County BoCC weigh the merits of this
proposal, they are required to consider the protection
of human life and property from natural disasters.
There is a single road – Summerlin Boulevard – that
serves as the evacuation route for the nearly 10,000
homes in Palm Acres and Shell Point, as well as for
the barrier islands of Sanibel and Captiva. Putting
more residents and their property in harm’s way and
burdening this route further would be a mistake.

Lee County staff has recommended denial of this
project for a myriad of reasons, based in part on the
fact that Eden Oak is located in the Coastal High Haz-
ard Area, an area where increases in residential den-
sity are not be allowed because of the extreme vul-
nerability of structures in this area. 

Your Turn
James Evans and Rob Moher

Guest columnists

Mangroves offer
natural protection
against powerful
storm surges

See MANGROVES, Page 10B

Eden Oak is not just about the environment, it is
about protecting our community, both existing
and future residents. When this case is heard, it
will be a pivotal day for Lee County, providing an
opportunity for the BoCC to show that they truly
care about the health, safety, and welfare of the
citizens of Lee County.

As our community rebuilds following
Hurricane Ian, property owners will fortify
their homes and businesses against future
winds and floods. But structural improve-
ments are only part of the equation. Another
great buffer against storms? Plants.

This recovery period provides an oppor-

tunity to rethink our yards and greenspaces
and create landscapes that stand up to
storms and the region’s changing climate
conditions. You don’t need to be a horticul-
tural expert to adopt the scientifically
backed principles we share here. With these
guidelines, you’ll both add storm protection
and improve the region’s environmental
health in many other ways.

1. Think in layers

Picture a forest. Are the trees standing in
isolation? Or do you see layers of trees,
vines, shrubs, grasses?

Eric Foht, director of natural resources at Naples Botanical Garden, works to plant natural vegetation on the
dunes of Naples beach off 10th Avenue South on April 28, 2021. JON AUSTRIA/NAPLES DAILY NEWS 

After Ian
Tips on improving the region’s

environmental health

Your Turn
Brian Galligan and Chad Washburn

Guest columnists

Victoria water lilies in bloom at Naples Botanical Garden PROVIDED BY CHELLE KOSTER WALTON

See AFTER, Page 10B
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extra-wide door and easy-to-grip handrails to help keep you safe and 

secure as you ease in and out of your bath. Plus, the hydrotherapy and 
BubbleMassage™ jets create a spa-like experience, massaging your 

entire body as you soak relieving sore muscles and joints.
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restrictions may apply. See sales rep for details.
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OFFER ENDS SOON
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239-351-2841

We don’t expect you to turn your yard
into a forest, but you can add layers to
your landscape and replicate nature’s
complex ecosystems on a small scale.
Consider surrounding some of your
trees with shrubs and palms, which cre-
ate a protective buffer. Think about add-
ing groundcover plants, which reduce
the ground temperature and prevent
moisture loss, lessening irrigation de-
mands. Plant a multi-tiered border
along a fence. It’s more visually inter-
esting than a single-species hedge, and
it creates a dynamic environment, one
that provides habitat for pollinators,
beneficial insects, birds, and small
mammals.

2. Add diversity

The concept of layering leads us into
our next key concept: plant diversity.

Just like in nature, each plant in your
yard or community greenspace per-
forms a different role, from the shade
tree that cools your home to the orna-
mental grasses that absorb runoff and
keep land-based toxins out of our wa-
terways.

A diverse landscape better with-
stands invasive pests than a monocul-
ture. These bad bugs generally attack
single species, such as the redbay am-
brosia beetles that kill laurel trees. If
your yard, neighborhood, or streetscape
features only a few species, you risk
widespread loss to invading pests. Plant
diversity offers insurance against such
devastation.

A multi-species landscape may also

stand up better to storms. For example,
if your yard or neighborhood abounds
with hardwood trees, intersperse palms
among them. These flexible plants are
adapted to hurricanes. They serve as a
windbreak that buffers those hardwood
trees—and your home.

3. Relinquish the power tools

Once you’ve planted your diverse,
multi-layered landscape, let it grow! We
encourage property owners and home-
owners’ associations to limit routine
pruning of hedges and shrubs. We rec-
ommend a heavy renewal pruning
about once per season to keep them in
check. The less you manipulate these
plants, the sturdier they will grow. You
also reduce the use of gas-powered
trimmers and other power tools that
spew exhaust into the air.

4. Look to the Caribbean

Southwest Florida’s climate is chang-
ing. Average temperatures are higher,
cool fronts come less frequently, and we
anticipate increased flooding, saltier
water, intensifying storms, and bigger
fluctuations in our wet and dry seasons.

We need to shift the landscape pal-
ette from the temperate zones to the
tropics. Plants from the Caribbean Is-
lands typically are adapted to storms,
saltwater, and heat. They also flourish
in high alkaline, sandy soils such as
Southwest Florida’s without the need
for excess fertilizers and irrigation.

Do a little research before buying new
plants (or encourage your community’s
landscaper to do so) and see if the spe-
cies you are considering come from the
Caribbean. We champion Florida native
plants, too, but beware: Florida is nearly

450 miles long, and Tallahassee’s cli-
mate conditions are far different than
ours. To us, “native” means plants orig-
inating in the peninsula’s lower quarter.
You can use the University of Florida’s
Environmental Horticulture database
to learn more about the native ranges
and growing conditions of hundreds of
trees and shrubs. (https://
hort.ifas.ufl.edu/database/).

The Garden is working to introduce
more Caribbean species to the commer-
cial nursery trade. In the meantime, we
recommend easy-to-find native and re-
gional species, such as: Florida thatch
palm (Thrinax radiata); pigeon plum
tree (Coccoloba diversifolia); white ta-
bebuia or Bahamian trumpet tree (Ta-
bebuia bahamensis); horizontal coco-
plum (Chrysobalanus icaco ‘Horizon-
tal’); muhly grass (Muhlenbergia capil-
laris); and Jatropha integerrima, a shrub
or small tree known as peregrina, jatro-
pha, or firecracker.

5. Growing standards make all the
difference

Don’t dismiss hurricane-uprooted
trees as poor choices for the landscape.
If the species’ range includes South
Florida and the Caribbean, it’s probably
well suited for Southwest Florida. But it
may not have been well grown.

We find that the greatest reason for
tree failures is they’ve spent too long in
pots, resulting in twisted, bound roots.
The trees may appear healthy above
ground, but below ground, they lack the
support to survive harsh conditions
such as a hurricane.

Inspect your new trees’ roots before
planting them. If you find a tight, inter-
twined circle, separate the roots so they
have a better chance of spreading once

in the ground. After planting, monitor
for signs of compromised roots. 

The most obvious are failure to grow
and leaf tips that turn brown. We sug-
gest requesting a replacement from the
seller because you don’t want to subject
it to hurricane-force winds. 

One way we ensure tree health is by
planting them when they’re small. A ti-
ny sapling has a better chance of devel-
oping strong roots—and achieving a
more impressive height—than a tree
that has spent its first few years in a pot.
Instant gratification is tempting, but
better to have patience and enjoy that
tree for decades to come.

We encourage you to put these tips to
use, share them with your neighbors,
and speak to your landscape profes-
sional or homeowner’s association
about adopting these principles. To-
gether, through the simple act of plant-
ing, we can make Southwest Florida a
healthier, more resilient place to live.

Biran Galligan is vice president of
horticulture and Chad Washburn is vice
president of conservation at the Naples
Botanical Garden.

After
Continued from Page 1B

This is a Bahamas Trumpet Tree. The
scientific term is Tabebuia
bahamensis.
SPECIAL TO THE NAPLES DAILY NEWS

The Lee County Hearing Examiner
has also recommended denial, stating
that denial is required based on the in-
compatibility of increased residential
development in the Coastal High Haz-
ard Area. 

More than 120 citizens have spoken
out against this project, citing concerns
ranging from environmental impacts to
questions about how this development

will negatively affect already limited
evacuation routes. 

Eden Oak is not just about the environ-
ment, it is about protecting our communi-
ty, both existing and future residents.
When this case is heard, it will be a pivot-
al day for Lee County, providing an oppor-
tunity for the BoCC to show that they tru-
ly care about the health, safety, and wel-
fare of the citizens of Lee County.

James Evans is chief executive officer
of the Sanibel-Captiva Conservation
Foundation. Rob Moher is president and
chief executive officer of the Conservan-
cy of Southwest Florida.

Mangroves grow in a wetland at the Estero Bay Preserve State Park at the end of
Winkler Road in Fort Myers. The wetland provides habitat for fish, wading birds
and other life. ANDREW WEST/THE NEWS-PRESS

Mangroves
Continued from Page 1B
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to reduce wind and storm surge and incorporate re-
siliency into our recovery efforts. 

As part of this process, our community needs to
focus on protecting the wetland systems that are still
intact, in addition to pursuing plans that focus on re-
planting and restoring impacted dune and mangrove
systems. This will help guard against future hurri-
canes, as experts fear they could become stronger,
more unpredictable, and more frequent.

Mangrove restoration projects are a longer-term
solution; one thing that can be done immediately is
to ensure existing coastal wetland ecosystems in-
cluding mangroves are protected from development.
These systems are some of the sturdiest protections
we have against the impacts of storms. Hurricane Ian
highlights the importance of these natural systems in
a manner that cannot be ignored. We know that it is
essential to protect our remaining mangrove ecosys-
tems, so to allow mangroves to be torn out and re-
placed by a residential development in a Coastal
High Hazard Area is unthinkable. 

This is the exact decision that the Lee County
Board of County Commissioners (BoCC) will be faced
with when the zoning petition for the Eden Oak hous-
ing development is heard. 

This was scheduled for Nov. 2, 2022 but has been
continued at the request of the applicant. The appli-
cant is seeking to destroy more than 35 acres of man-
groves and bring in up to 9 feet of fill to allow the con-
struction of single-family homes and a docking facil-
ity. 

In addition to absorbing damaging winds and
storm surge, the mangroves threatened by this pro-
ject also provide habitat for important fish nurseries,
bird rookeries, and several endangered and threat-
ened species, including the smalltooth sawfish.

As the Lee County BoCC weigh the merits of this
proposal, they are required to consider the protection
of human life and property from natural disasters.
There is a single road – Summerlin Boulevard – that
serves as the evacuation route for the nearly 10,000
homes in Palm Acres and Shell Point, as well as for
the barrier islands of Sanibel and Captiva. Putting
more residents and their property in harm’s way and
burdening this route further would be a mistake.

Lee County staff has recommended denial of this
project for a myriad of reasons, based in part on the
fact that Eden Oak is located in the Coastal High Haz-
ard Area, an area where increases in residential den-
sity are not be allowed because of the extreme vul-
nerability of structures in this area. 
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Eden Oak is not just about the environment, it is
about protecting our community, both existing
and future residents. When this case is heard, it
will be a pivotal day for Lee County, providing an
opportunity for the BoCC to show that they truly
care about the health, safety, and welfare of the
citizens of Lee County.

As our community rebuilds following
Hurricane Ian, property owners will fortify
their homes and businesses against future
winds and floods. But structural improve-
ments are only part of the equation. Another
great buffer against storms? Plants.

This recovery period provides an oppor-

tunity to rethink our yards and greenspaces
and create landscapes that stand up to
storms and the region’s changing climate
conditions. You don’t need to be a horticul-
tural expert to adopt the scientifically
backed principles we share here. With these
guidelines, you’ll both add storm protection
and improve the region’s environmental
health in many other ways.

1. Think in layers

Picture a forest. Are the trees standing in
isolation? Or do you see layers of trees,
vines, shrubs, grasses?

Eric Foht, director of natural resources at Naples Botanical Garden, works to plant natural vegetation on the
dunes of Naples beach off 10th Avenue South on April 28, 2021. JON AUSTRIA/NAPLES DAILY NEWS 
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We don’t expect you to turn your yard
into a forest, but you can add layers to
your landscape and replicate nature’s
complex ecosystems on a small scale.
Consider surrounding some of your
trees with shrubs and palms, which cre-
ate a protective buffer. Think about add-
ing groundcover plants, which reduce
the ground temperature and prevent
moisture loss, lessening irrigation de-
mands. Plant a multi-tiered border
along a fence. It’s more visually inter-
esting than a single-species hedge, and
it creates a dynamic environment, one
that provides habitat for pollinators,
beneficial insects, birds, and small
mammals.

2. Add diversity

The concept of layering leads us into
our next key concept: plant diversity.

Just like in nature, each plant in your
yard or community greenspace per-
forms a different role, from the shade
tree that cools your home to the orna-
mental grasses that absorb runoff and
keep land-based toxins out of our wa-
terways.

A diverse landscape better with-
stands invasive pests than a monocul-
ture. These bad bugs generally attack
single species, such as the redbay am-
brosia beetles that kill laurel trees. If
your yard, neighborhood, or streetscape
features only a few species, you risk
widespread loss to invading pests. Plant
diversity offers insurance against such
devastation.

A multi-species landscape may also

stand up better to storms. For example,
if your yard or neighborhood abounds
with hardwood trees, intersperse palms
among them. These flexible plants are
adapted to hurricanes. They serve as a
windbreak that buffers those hardwood
trees—and your home.

3. Relinquish the power tools

Once you’ve planted your diverse,
multi-layered landscape, let it grow! We
encourage property owners and home-
owners’ associations to limit routine
pruning of hedges and shrubs. We rec-
ommend a heavy renewal pruning
about once per season to keep them in
check. The less you manipulate these
plants, the sturdier they will grow. You
also reduce the use of gas-powered
trimmers and other power tools that
spew exhaust into the air.

4. Look to the Caribbean

Southwest Florida’s climate is chang-
ing. Average temperatures are higher,
cool fronts come less frequently, and we
anticipate increased flooding, saltier
water, intensifying storms, and bigger
fluctuations in our wet and dry seasons.

We need to shift the landscape pal-
ette from the temperate zones to the
tropics. Plants from the Caribbean Is-
lands typically are adapted to storms,
saltwater, and heat. They also flourish
in high alkaline, sandy soils such as
Southwest Florida’s without the need
for excess fertilizers and irrigation.

Do a little research before buying new
plants (or encourage your community’s
landscaper to do so) and see if the spe-
cies you are considering come from the
Caribbean. We champion Florida native
plants, too, but beware: Florida is nearly

450 miles long, and Tallahassee’s cli-
mate conditions are far different than
ours. To us, “native” means plants orig-
inating in the peninsula’s lower quarter.
You can use the University of Florida’s
Environmental Horticulture database
to learn more about the native ranges
and growing conditions of hundreds of
trees and shrubs. (https://
hort.ifas.ufl.edu/database/).

The Garden is working to introduce
more Caribbean species to the commer-
cial nursery trade. In the meantime, we
recommend easy-to-find native and re-
gional species, such as: Florida thatch
palm (Thrinax radiata); pigeon plum
tree (Coccoloba diversifolia); white ta-
bebuia or Bahamian trumpet tree (Ta-
bebuia bahamensis); horizontal coco-
plum (Chrysobalanus icaco ‘Horizon-
tal’); muhly grass (Muhlenbergia capil-
laris); and Jatropha integerrima, a shrub
or small tree known as peregrina, jatro-
pha, or firecracker.

5. Growing standards make all the
difference

Don’t dismiss hurricane-uprooted
trees as poor choices for the landscape.
If the species’ range includes South
Florida and the Caribbean, it’s probably
well suited for Southwest Florida. But it
may not have been well grown.

We find that the greatest reason for
tree failures is they’ve spent too long in
pots, resulting in twisted, bound roots.
The trees may appear healthy above
ground, but below ground, they lack the
support to survive harsh conditions
such as a hurricane.

Inspect your new trees’ roots before
planting them. If you find a tight, inter-
twined circle, separate the roots so they
have a better chance of spreading once

in the ground. After planting, monitor
for signs of compromised roots. 

The most obvious are failure to grow
and leaf tips that turn brown. We sug-
gest requesting a replacement from the
seller because you don’t want to subject
it to hurricane-force winds. 

One way we ensure tree health is by
planting them when they’re small. A ti-
ny sapling has a better chance of devel-
oping strong roots—and achieving a
more impressive height—than a tree
that has spent its first few years in a pot.
Instant gratification is tempting, but
better to have patience and enjoy that
tree for decades to come.

We encourage you to put these tips to
use, share them with your neighbors,
and speak to your landscape profes-
sional or homeowner’s association
about adopting these principles. To-
gether, through the simple act of plant-
ing, we can make Southwest Florida a
healthier, more resilient place to live.

Biran Galligan is vice president of
horticulture and Chad Washburn is vice
president of conservation at the Naples
Botanical Garden.
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This is a Bahamas Trumpet Tree. The
scientific term is Tabebuia
bahamensis.
SPECIAL TO THE NAPLES DAILY NEWS

The Lee County Hearing Examiner
has also recommended denial, stating
that denial is required based on the in-
compatibility of increased residential
development in the Coastal High Haz-
ard Area. 

More than 120 citizens have spoken
out against this project, citing concerns
ranging from environmental impacts to
questions about how this development

will negatively affect already limited
evacuation routes. 

Eden Oak is not just about the environ-
ment, it is about protecting our communi-
ty, both existing and future residents.
When this case is heard, it will be a pivot-
al day for Lee County, providing an oppor-
tunity for the BoCC to show that they tru-
ly care about the health, safety, and wel-
fare of the citizens of Lee County.

James Evans is chief executive officer
of the Sanibel-Captiva Conservation
Foundation. Rob Moher is president and
chief executive officer of the Conservan-
cy of Southwest Florida.

Mangroves grow in a wetland at the Estero Bay Preserve State Park at the end of
Winkler Road in Fort Myers. The wetland provides habitat for fish, wading birds
and other life. ANDREW WEST/THE NEWS-PRESS
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the ground temperature and prevent
moisture loss, lessening irrigation de-
mands. Plant a multi-tiered border
along a fence. It’s more visually inter-
esting than a single-species hedge, and
it creates a dynamic environment, one
that provides habitat for pollinators,
beneficial insects, birds, and small
mammals.

2. Add diversity

The concept of layering leads us into
our next key concept: plant diversity.

Just like in nature, each plant in your
yard or community greenspace per-
forms a different role, from the shade
tree that cools your home to the orna-
mental grasses that absorb runoff and
keep land-based toxins out of our wa-
terways.

A diverse landscape better with-
stands invasive pests than a monocul-
ture. These bad bugs generally attack
single species, such as the redbay am-
brosia beetles that kill laurel trees. If
your yard, neighborhood, or streetscape
features only a few species, you risk
widespread loss to invading pests. Plant
diversity offers insurance against such
devastation.

A multi-species landscape may also

stand up better to storms. For example,
if your yard or neighborhood abounds
with hardwood trees, intersperse palms
among them. These flexible plants are
adapted to hurricanes. They serve as a
windbreak that buffers those hardwood
trees—and your home.

3. Relinquish the power tools

Once you’ve planted your diverse,
multi-layered landscape, let it grow! We
encourage property owners and home-
owners’ associations to limit routine
pruning of hedges and shrubs. We rec-
ommend a heavy renewal pruning
about once per season to keep them in
check. The less you manipulate these
plants, the sturdier they will grow. You
also reduce the use of gas-powered
trimmers and other power tools that
spew exhaust into the air.

4. Look to the Caribbean

Southwest Florida’s climate is chang-
ing. Average temperatures are higher,
cool fronts come less frequently, and we
anticipate increased flooding, saltier
water, intensifying storms, and bigger
fluctuations in our wet and dry seasons.

We need to shift the landscape pal-
ette from the temperate zones to the
tropics. Plants from the Caribbean Is-
lands typically are adapted to storms,
saltwater, and heat. They also flourish
in high alkaline, sandy soils such as
Southwest Florida’s without the need
for excess fertilizers and irrigation.

Do a little research before buying new
plants (or encourage your community’s
landscaper to do so) and see if the spe-
cies you are considering come from the
Caribbean. We champion Florida native
plants, too, but beware: Florida is nearly

450 miles long, and Tallahassee’s cli-
mate conditions are far different than
ours. To us, “native” means plants orig-
inating in the peninsula’s lower quarter.
You can use the University of Florida’s
Environmental Horticulture database
to learn more about the native ranges
and growing conditions of hundreds of
trees and shrubs. (https://
hort.ifas.ufl.edu/database/).

The Garden is working to introduce
more Caribbean species to the commer-
cial nursery trade. In the meantime, we
recommend easy-to-find native and re-
gional species, such as: Florida thatch
palm (Thrinax radiata); pigeon plum
tree (Coccoloba diversifolia); white ta-
bebuia or Bahamian trumpet tree (Ta-
bebuia bahamensis); horizontal coco-
plum (Chrysobalanus icaco ‘Horizon-
tal’); muhly grass (Muhlenbergia capil-
laris); and Jatropha integerrima, a shrub
or small tree known as peregrina, jatro-
pha, or firecracker.

5. Growing standards make all the
difference

Don’t dismiss hurricane-uprooted
trees as poor choices for the landscape.
If the species’ range includes South
Florida and the Caribbean, it’s probably
well suited for Southwest Florida. But it
may not have been well grown.

We find that the greatest reason for
tree failures is they’ve spent too long in
pots, resulting in twisted, bound roots.
The trees may appear healthy above
ground, but below ground, they lack the
support to survive harsh conditions
such as a hurricane.

Inspect your new trees’ roots before
planting them. If you find a tight, inter-
twined circle, separate the roots so they
have a better chance of spreading once

in the ground. After planting, monitor
for signs of compromised roots. 

The most obvious are failure to grow
and leaf tips that turn brown. We sug-
gest requesting a replacement from the
seller because you don’t want to subject
it to hurricane-force winds. 

One way we ensure tree health is by
planting them when they’re small. A ti-
ny sapling has a better chance of devel-
oping strong roots—and achieving a
more impressive height—than a tree
that has spent its first few years in a pot.
Instant gratification is tempting, but
better to have patience and enjoy that
tree for decades to come.

We encourage you to put these tips to
use, share them with your neighbors,
and speak to your landscape profes-
sional or homeowner’s association
about adopting these principles. To-
gether, through the simple act of plant-
ing, we can make Southwest Florida a
healthier, more resilient place to live.

Biran Galligan is vice president of
horticulture and Chad Washburn is vice
president of conservation at the Naples
Botanical Garden.
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This is a Bahamas Trumpet Tree. The
scientific term is Tabebuia
bahamensis.
SPECIAL TO THE NAPLES DAILY NEWS

The Lee County Hearing Examiner
has also recommended denial, stating
that denial is required based on the in-
compatibility of increased residential
development in the Coastal High Haz-
ard Area. 

More than 120 citizens have spoken
out against this project, citing concerns
ranging from environmental impacts to
questions about how this development

will negatively affect already limited
evacuation routes. 

Eden Oak is not just about the environ-
ment, it is about protecting our communi-
ty, both existing and future residents.
When this case is heard, it will be a pivot-
al day for Lee County, providing an oppor-
tunity for the BoCC to show that they tru-
ly care about the health, safety, and wel-
fare of the citizens of Lee County.

James Evans is chief executive officer
of the Sanibel-Captiva Conservation
Foundation. Rob Moher is president and
chief executive officer of the Conservan-
cy of Southwest Florida.

Mangroves grow in a wetland at the Estero Bay Preserve State Park at the end of
Winkler Road in Fort Myers. The wetland provides habitat for fish, wading birds
and other life. ANDREW WEST/THE NEWS-PRESS

Mangroves
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