PA C E C E N T E R F O R G I R L S 2 0 2 2 L E G I S L AT I V E P R I O R I T I E S
Pace partners with the Florida legislature and state agencies to provide a holistic delinquency prevention and
early intervention model that diverts girls from costly systems involvement and guides them toward a path to
success at home, in school, and in their communities.
Over the past 37 years, Pace Center for Girls has transformed the lives of more than 40,000 girls providing them
with opportunities for a brighter future through education, counseling, training, and advocacy. Pace is a vocal
and respected advocate for girls and young women with histories of trauma. Trauma impacts girls thinking,
their behavior, and their physical and emotional health, and places them at significant risk for poor health and
mental health, long-term economic dependency, human trafficking, or involvement in the delinquency or
dependency systems.

WE SUPPORT:
Gender-Responsive Prevention and Mental Health Services
•
•

Increase access to gender-responsive services for youth to prevent justice system and child welfare involvement and
expand access to in person and virtual mental health services, suicide prevention, and substance abuse services.
Increase access to comprehensive case management for children and families involved in multiple state systems to
achieve permanency and avoid re-entry.

Human Trafficking Prevention
•

Expand awareness of human trafficking to prevent involvement in sex and labor trafficking and implement
trafficking prevention curriculum for all Pace girls.

Juvenile Justice Reform
•
•
•
•

Eliminate gender and racial inequities in the juvenile justice system.
End direct filing of children into the adult corrections system and increase access to due process hearings for
children and families.
Expand the use of civil citations and eliminate racial and geographic inequities in issuance.
Expand the ability to expunge juvenile arrest records upon successful completion of a diversion program.

Education Reform
•
•
•

Increase per pupil funding in grades K-12 and ensure all categorical funding follows the students.
Ensure equitable pay for all teachers in DJJ education programs so that minimum starting salaries are in line with
public school teachers in the state.
Increase access to job readiness and certification programs to prepare students for entrance into the workforce.
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PAC E C E N T E R F O R G I R L S
Centers
• Our 21 Pace Centers are structured like a school
in that girls attend daily, take core academics
subjects, and work toward a high school
diploma or GED.
• Every girl receives comprehensive wrap around
social services including counseling and case
management for girls and their families.
• Pace provides school-to-work readiness skills
development, life skills, and one year of
transition services after completion.
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Center Outcomes
• 1 in 5 girls come to Pace with a prior arrest, yet
92% have no justice system involvement one
year after completing the program.
• 3 in 4 girls come to Pace with a history of school
failure and 1 in 4 had been expelled or dropped
out prior to Pace. One year after completing
Pace, 89% are in school or employed.
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Reach Program Services
• Pace Reach is a prevention model that provides
social-emotional, behavioral, and mental health
counseling to middle and high school girls and
their families in schools or in the community.
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Reach Program Services Outcomes
• 2 in 5 girls come to Pace Reach with a prior arrest. One year after completing Pace, 94% of girls have
no justice system involvement.
• 4 in 5 girls had behavioral health challenges associated with delinquency prior to Pace Reach.
While at Pace Reach, 99% improved behavior associated with delinquency based on a reliable and
validated assessment.

“If it hadn’t been for Pace,
I wouldn’t be the happy,
confident person I am now.”
A 2018 random control trial evaluation found that
Pace nearly doubles the likelihood of girls being
on track to graduate from high school, compared
to girls who were eligible but did not attend Pace.

