
Senator Kathleen Passidomo 

Representative Bob Rommel 

Representative Lauren Melo 

Representative David Borrero 

 

Although you will be dealing with many important things in the upcoming 

legislative session, including COVID-19 matters and revenue shortfalls, the 

Collier Citizens Council asks you to consider three issues that we feel 

deserve special attention. 

 

Sadowski Trust Fund – This important source of money for workforce 

housing is often raided to prop up other programs or make up budget 

deficits. That particularly hurts Collier County. Its high housing costs force  

low- and middle-income workers to live elsewhere and commute daily. 

Sadowski addresses this problem by providing some state help for affordable 

housing. We urge you to protect this important fund. 

 

Water Quality – Pollution is an ongoing concern in Southwest Florida, an 

issue that affects both our well-being and property values. Toxic blue-green 

algae and Red Tide are unsightly, kill marine life and threaten human health. 

Nutrient runoff from rampant fertilizer use and uncontained septic systems is 

a major contributor to algae growth. SB-712 passed in the last legislative 

session takes an important step toward addressing this problem, with 

provisions for water-quality monitoring, septic system design, fertilizer 

record-keeping and on-site inspections of farms and ranches. We urge you 

to ensure money is made available to implement these SB-712 

provisions. 

 

Mental Health & Addiction – The 2020 legislature provided no additional 

funding for mental health & addiction, leaving Florida among the worst in 

the country in per-capital spending for this growing social problem. The 

COVID-19 pandemic has made things immeasurably worse. Countless 

people have lost their jobs or have been forced to remain indoors, worsening 

depression and increasing substance abuse. If there was ever a time to 

address this at the state level, it is now. We urge you to substantially 

increase funding for mental health and addiction in 2021. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mike Lyster, President 

Collier Citizens Council  


